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The	three-page	"Magic	Words"	section,	which	consisted	of	reader	questions,	was	dropped	and	replaced	by	"Fan	Mail",	a	half-page	section	allowing	three	short	(and	often	humorous)	letters.	Popular	online	price	guides	include	comicbookrealm.com	(free),	ComicsPriceGuide.com	(free	and	paid	services),	RarityGuide[1]	(free	and	paid),	and
GPAnalysis.com	specifically	for	CGC	(certified)	Comics	(paid).	Sumner;	Shirrel	Rhoades	(2006).	p.	143.	^	Weiland,	Jonah;	"Wizard	Fires	Editor-In-Chief";	comicbookresources.com;	November	29,	2006	^	Brady,	Matt;	"Wizard	Names	New	Editor	In	Chief";	newsarama.com;	February	21,	2007	^	Pwbeat;	"Brian	Cunningham	Out	at	Wizard";	pwbeat.com;
August	2006	^	Melrose,	Kevin;	"A	roundup	of	money-related	news";	cbr.com;	February	27,	2009	^	Johnston,	Rich.	"November	1970:	Mint	Never	Meant	So	Much	Before,"	"The	1900s:	10	biggest	events	from	100	years	in	comics,"	Comics	Buyer's	Guide	#1365	(Jan.	^	a	b	Melrose,	Kevin	(January	24,	2011).	There	is	a	numeric	system	which	corresponds
to	a	titled	grading	system.	External	links	Where	Superheroes	Go	for	Industry	News	-	New	York	Times	article	on	Wizard	Archived	Wizard	Magazines	on	the	Internet	Archive	Retrieved	from	"	In	1965,	Michael	Cohen	and	Tom	Horsky	published	what	is	considered	the	first	comics	price	guide,	the	one-shot	digest	The	Argosy	Price	Guide	(specifically	for
Hollywood,	California's,	Argosy	Book	Shop).[2]	Comic	back-issue	prices	had	stabilized	by	the	end	of	the	1960s.[2]	In	1970,	Jerry	Bails,	who	had	recently	published	the	Collector’s	Guide	to	the	First	Heroic	Age,	was	considering	creating	a	comic	book	price	guide.	Exclusive	offers	Both	Wizard	and	ToyFare	often	featured	mail-away	offers	for	exclusive
merchandise.	^	Rozanski,	Chuck.	Wizard	strongly	supported	new	publishers	Valiant	Comics	and	Image	Comics,	heavily	promoting	their	new	releases.	This	void	was	first	addressed	by	Jay	Kennedy	in	1982	with	The	Official	Underground	And	Newave	Comix	Price	Guide,	and	while	out	of	print	is	a	valuable	resource	for	information	about	the	artists	and
publishers.	"SCOOP:	Wizard	Magazine	To	Close	Immediately",	Bleeding	Cool,	January	24,	2011,	accessed	January	24,	2011.	"Wizard	To	Relaunch	As	Digital	Magazine",	Negative	Zone,	January	24,	2011,	accessed	January	24,	2011.	The	Big	Comic	Book	DataBase	combines	a	searchable	database	of	per	issue	character	and	creator	information	and	a
linked	price	guide.	1994),	p.	Grading	of	comics	can	be	subjective,	although	there	are	basic	agreed	upon	standards	within	the	industry.	Comic	book	grading	scale	Dealers	and	graders	may	often	disagree	with	some	grading	classifications.	Although	many	price	guides	come	and	go,	long-standing	publications	such	as	Overstreet	(which	has	been	running
for	over	35	years)	or	the	more	recent	Standard	Catalog	of	Comic	Books,	have	long	since	become	inextricable	elements	of	comic	collection	history.	Each	collector	will	have	his	or	her	own	preference	regarding	which	authority	to	follow,	but	popular	and	respected	guides	have	included	The	Official	Overstreet	Comic	Book	Price	Guide,	Comics	Buyer's
Guide	magazine,	Wizard	Magazine,	the	Comics	Buyer's	Guide	Standard	Catalog	of	Comic	Books,	and	Human	Computing’s	ComicBase,	an	inventory/databasing	software	program.	ISBN	978-0-8204-7617-9.	With	its	high-end	production	values	and	embodiment	of	the	comic	speculator	boom,[4]	Wizard	was	an	instant	hit,	with	a	monthly	circulation	of
more	than	100,000	copies.[5]	The	magazine	also	spawned	several	ongoing	magazines	dedicated	to	similar	interests	such	as	ToyFare	for	toys	and	action	figures,	Inquest	Gamer	for	collectible	game	cards,	Anime	Insider	for	anime	and	manga,	and	Toy	Wishes	for	mainstream	toy	enthusiasts,	though	all	have	subsequently	been	cancelled.	Price	guides	are
also	important	tools	for	collectors	looking	to	sell	their	collection	or	determine	their	collection’s	worth	for	insurance	purposes.	"Wizard	World	Inc.:	A	roving	comic	con	looks	to	corner	the	geek	market,"	The	Riverfront	Times	(Apr.	3,	2014).	14,	2000).	Wizard	declined	to	say	why	he	was	removed.[6]	On	February	21,	2007,	Scott	Gramling	was	announced
as	the	new	editor-in-chief.[7]	Soon	after,	longtime	Wizard	Editor	Brian	Cunningham	was	removed	in	August	2008.[8]	The	final	editor	was	former	staff	writer	and	managing	editor	Mike	Cotton.	Terminology	Title	is	the	name	of	a	comic	book	series.	For	example,	Action	Comics	is	a	title.	A	detailed	explanation	of	how	to	determine	a	comic	book’s	condition
based	on	the	established	grades[4]	is	generally	included	in	a	comic	book	pricing	guide.	^	Miller,	John	Jackson	"The	print	age	of	Wizard	ends",	ComicChron	(Jan.	Comic	book	price	guides	are	generally	monthly,	quarterly,	or	yearly	publications	which	detail	the	changes	in	the	resale	value	of	a	comic	over	a	period	of	time.	These	guides	are	popular
resources	for	collectors	and	enthusiasts	seeking	information	on	anything	from	storylines	to	writers	and	artists	to	the	original	cover	price	of	a	comic.	History	Beginning	in	the	early	1960s	comics	collectors	(who	often	traded	and	sold	to	each	other)	were	on	the	rise,	and	the	number	of	comics	dealers	began	to	increase	as	well.	According	to	the
publication's	representatives,	Wizard	would	be	relaunched	in	February	2011	as	an	online	magazine	called	Wizard	World.[11]	The	first	issue	of	Wizard	World	was	made	available	online	and	through	major	digital	distribution	channels	on	March	2,	2011.[12]	Regular	features	The	magazine	went	through	an	ever-changing	line-up	of	regular	and	semi-
regular	features,	including:	Book	Shelf	–	Brief	descriptions	of	the	monthly	trade	paperback	and	hardcover	collection	releases.	The	advent	of	certification	enabled	increased	liquidity	of	comic	books	by	removing	disputes	over	grading	and	by	disclosing	restoration,	and	accelerated	sales	of	comic	books	through	online	auction	sites	such	as	eBay	or
Heritage	Auction	Galleries.[citation	needed]	Certification	is	also	valued	by	some	comic	price	guide	providers,	as	certification	leaves	the	perception	of	removing	the	uncertainty	about	the	actual	grade	of	the	comic	book	being	sold,	although,	because	books	that	are	certified	are	graded	by	numerous	different	individuals,	the	dependability	of	these
services	is	not	universally	agreed	upon.	Grading	is	the	process	of	evaluating	the	condition	and	consequent	value	of	a	comic	book.	Online	and	print	price	guides	will	have	their	own	discrepancies,	so	a	combination	of	several	sources	is	often	used	by	collectors	to	arrive	at	an	accurate	estimated	value.	published	Fogel's	Underground	Comix	Price	Guide,
with	2010	to	see	a	supplement	magazine	adding	minicomics	and	British	undergrounds	alongside	the	latest	pricing	data.	Retrieved	April	10,	2016.	Retrieved	November	21,	2011.	"Breaking:	Wizard	and	ToyFare	magazines	fold".	^	Ray	Bottorff,	Jr.,	quoted	in	"With	a	Little	Help	From	His	Friends...",	Alter	Ego	vol.	Within	the	grades,	there	might	also	be
descriptive	notes	because	comics	with	the	same	technical	grade	may	have	different	reasons	for	that	grade	and	many	collectors	have	their	own	biases	of	what	flaws	are	more	acceptable	than	others.	Checking	completed	auctions	at	eBay	and	Heritage	is	also	very	helpful.	A	copy	that	falls	between	grades	may	be	noted	with	a	+	{\displaystyle	+}	or	a	−
{\displaystyle	-}	symbol.	The	feature	would	detail	a	brief	showdown	between	the	two,	including	the	victor,	and	would	be	accompanied	by	an	exclusive	illustration	(usually	by	a	high-profile	artist)	depicting	the	battle.	After	issue	#200,	Wizard	made	several	changes	to	the	magazine,	shifting	focus	from	reviews	and	humor	to	information	about	upcoming
comics	and	the	industry	as	a	whole.	Despite	all	these	changes,	however,	the	magazine	was	losing	subscribers	at	an	unsustainable	rate;	by	December	2010,	its	circulation	was	just	17,000	copies.[5]	On	January	24,	2011,	Rich	Johnston	of	the	website	Bleeding	Cool	confirmed	that	the	magazine	would	cease	print	publication,	that	almost	all	of	its	magazine
staff	had	been	laid	off,	and	all	freelance	engagements	canceled.[10]	This	was	confirmed	later	that	day	by	Wizard,	who	also	revealed	that	its	sister	magazine,	ToyFare,	was	also	canceled.	In	November	2006,	Wizard	editor-in-chief	and	co-founder	Pat	McCallum	was	fired,	after	more	than	a	decade	with	the	company.	14-19.	Often	Wizard	would	also
include	free	pack-in	issues	with	their	magazines,	usually	numbered	as	Wizard	#0.	The	issue	featured	a	Green	Hornet	film	cover	and	round	table	discussion	with	creators	in	the	comic	book	film	industry.	40.	Within	this	title,	there	have	been	over	1,000	issues.	^	Robot	6:	The	death	of	Wizard	and	ToyFare,	from	the	inside	^	David	E.	A	volume	number
may	also	be	included,	such	as	Punisher	Vol.	It	later	appeared	sporadically.	24,	2011).	Peter	Lang.	"Comic	Book	Grading	Standards,"	Mile	High	Comics.	"Wizard	World	#1	Available	Today!"[dead	link]	^	"Newswatch:	Greenhill	Sues	Great	Eastern	and	Wizard",	The	Comics	Journal	#172	(Nov.	He	was	contacted	by	Bob	Overstreet,	who	was	doing	the
same	thing.	Examples	are	Action	Comics	#23	or	The	Amazing	Spider-Man	#42.	Accessed	July	17,	2010.	Hahn	Library	Comic	Book	Awards	Almanac.	In	2006,	the	magazine	was	revamped	with	a	bigger	look	and	more	pages,	switching	from	the	"perfect	bound"	or	staple	free	look,	to	that	of	a	more	traditional	magazine.	Individual	and/or	aggregated
reports	of	certified	comic	book	sales	are	available	online.	^	West,	Josh.	Shortly	thereafter,	Comics	Buyer's	Guide	magazine	and	the	CBG	Standard	Catalog	of	Comic	Books	started	reporting	actual	completed	auction	results	from	eBay,	covering	periods	longer	than	eBay's	results	are	online.	Grand	Comics	Database	and	comicbookrealm.com,	in
particular,	offer	users	the	ability	to	quickly	search	for	characters	by	appearances	and	deaths.	Bails'	extensive	notes,	supplemented	by	Overstreet's	study	of	dealer	listings,	"became	a	backbone	to	the	Overstreet	Comic	Book	Price	Guide."[3]	Overstreet's	guide	instantly	became	an	invaluable	resource	tool	for	comic	book	collectors.[2]	The	Overstreet
guide	excluded	the	entire	category	of	underground	comix	from	its	listings.	An	established	independent	company,	such	as	Comic	Guaranty	LLC	(CGC)	or	Comic	Book	Certification	Service	(CBCS)	provides	third	party	grading	services	for	comics.	Wizard	began	a	practice	of	producing	specially	offered	Wizard	#½	issues.	The	magazine	returned	to	its
strictly	comic	book	roots.	1	#23.	Comic	Book	Resources.	Wizard	Fan	Awards	Wizard	Fan	AwardsAwarded	forWorks	of	distinction	within	the	comic	book	industrySponsored	byWizard	magazineCountryUnited	StatesHosted	byDragon	Con	(1993)Philadelphia	Comic	Book	Spectacular	(1994)Chicago	Comicon	(1995–2006)First	awarded1993Last
awarded2006Website	�	The	magazine	presented	the	Wizard	Fan	Awards	annually	for	works	of	distinction	within	the	comics	industry	from	1993	to	2006.	^	Wizard	Fan	Awards.	The	2005	edition	of	the	Standard	Catalog	is	1,624	pages	long	and	reports	results	back	to	2002.	Both	range	from	0.5	(Poor)	to	10.0	(Mint	or	"Gem	Mint").	Publication	history
Wizard	launched	in	July	1991.[3]	With	issue	#7,	the	magazine	switched	to	glossy	paper	and	color	printing.	Comic	books	can	be	sent	to	these	companies	for	independent,	impartial	certification,	including	grading,	restoration	check	and	encapsulation	within	a	tamper-evident	protective	holder.	Last	Man	Standing	–	A	dream	"face-off"	between	two
different	characters	or	teams,	always	of	different	companies	and/or	universes.	Retrieved	from	"	American	magazine	about	comic	books	WizardCover	of	#235,	the	final	issueFrequencyMonthlyPublisherGareb	Shamus[1]First	issueJuly	1991Final	issueMarch	2011CompanyWizard	EntertainmentCountryUnited	StatesBased	inCongers,	New
YorkLanguageEnglish	Wizard	or	Wizard:	The	Magazine	of	Comics,	Entertainment	and	Pop	Culture	(previously	titled	Wizard:	The	Guide	to	Comics	and	Wizard:	The	Comics	Magazine)	was	a	magazine	about	comic	books,	published	monthly	in	the	United	States	by	Wizard	Entertainment	from	July	1991	to	January	2011.[2]	It	included	a	price	guide,	as	well
as	comic	book,	movie,	anime,	and	collector	news,	interviews,	and	previews.	These	were	special	issues	of	ongoing	major	comic	book	series	which	featured	in-continuity	stories	that	supplemented	the	regular	series'	published	issues.	Issue	is	a	single	installment	of	a	title,	usually	with	its	own	number.	3,	#25	(June	2003),	pp.	On	February	27,	2009,	Wizard
laid	off	10%	of	its	work	force,	including	its	three	staff	writers,	in	order	to	make	room	for	freelance	writers.[9]	Wizard	was	relaunched	with	issue	#228	(August	2010),	which	featured	Mark	Millar	as	a	guest	editor.	Titled	mixed	grades,	such	as	Very	Good/Fine	(5.0)	are	always	titled	with	the	lower	grade	followed	by	the	larger	grade.	These	terms	are	as
follows:	Grade	Abbreviation	Mint	MT	or	M	Near	Mint	NM	Very	Fine	VF	Fine	FN	Very	Good	VG	Good	GD	or	G	Fair	FR	Poor	PR	Notable	price	guides	Printed	guides	The	Official	Overstreet	Comic	Book	Price	Guide	Comics	Buyer's	Guide	Comics	Values	Monthly	(Defunct)	Standard	Catalog	of	Comic	Books	Wizard:	The	Guide	to	Comics	(Defunct)	British
Comics,	Story	Papers,	Picture	Libraries,	Girls	Papers,	American	Reprints,	Facsmilies,	Giveaways	Price	Guide	(1982)	Online	guides	ComicBase	Covrprice	Zap-Kapow	Comics	GP	Analysis	for	CGC-graded	Comics	Sell	My	Comic	Books	Nostomania	Quality	Comix	See	also	Direct	market	Comic	book	collecting	References	^	Marvel	Comic	Book	Price	Guide
Guide	(NM)	^	a	b	c	Thompson,	Maggie.	In	2006,	Overstreet	advisor	and	contributor	Dan	Fogel's	Hippy	Comix,	Inc.	The	issues	were	numbered	#½	so	as	not	to	disrupt	the	series'	ongoing	numbering	system.	Retired	features	include	Casting	Call	–	A	feature	proposing	the	"dream"	cast	for	potential	film	adaptations	of	various	comic	books.	The	current
online	price	guide	for	slabbed	comics	is	GPAnalysis,	which	collects	data	of	actual	verified	sales	from	several	pre-approved	sellers	and	auction	houses.	Top	10	Writers	and	Artists	–	Lists	charting	the	most	popular	creators	of	the	month	in	each	category.	With	the	advent	of	online	auctioning	services	like	eBay,	price	guides	have	seen	dramatic	declines	in
sales	because	their	price	listings	were	not	reflective	of	the	actual	sale	prices	of	comics.	Magazines:	A	Complete	Guide	to	the	Industry.	In	1993,	the	awards	were	presented	at	Dragon	Con;	in	1994,	they	were	presented	at	Great	Eastern	Conventions'	Philadelphia	Comic	Book	Spectacular;[13]	in	1995,	the	awards	moved	their	home	to	the	Chicago
Comicon	(later	renamed	Wizard	World	Chicago),	where	they	remained	for	the	remainder	of	their	existence.[14]	References	^	Babka,	Allison.	Many	collectors	and	companies	will	use	only	numeric	grading	or	terminology.
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